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Chag 
Sameach! 

Since the inception of our Small Miracles campaign four years ago, 

we have been able to help numerous families in many ways and with 

great compassion. None of this would have been possible without 

your generosity, and the generosity of our community. 

 

As you know, with an insignificant amount of olive oil, the lights of 

the Menorah burned for a miraculous eight days. When Hashem 

provides the Jewish people with a miracle, it is never more nor less 

than exactly what is necessary. With that in mind, one would expect 

the Menorah to only have stayed lit for seven days, as there are only 

seven days in a week.  So, why the extra day? 

 

The number eight represents a state that is higher than the mundane. 

A state that is closer to G-d. The miracle lasting eight days suggests 

that the kindling of the Menorah was above the natural order of 

time. By relying on a higher Authority than nature, the Jewish 

people not only merited having enough oil to light the Menorah, 

they merited eight whole days of illumination.  

 

Though the Small Miracles facilitated by United Chesed virtually 

every day are exactly what our families need, exactly when they 

need it, they too represent so much more. Providing an elderly 

gentleman with a food coupon is more than just putting food on the 

table for dinner– it’s having chicken for Shabbat. Assisting a single-

mother with her energy bill is more than just stopping a 

disconnection – it’s her children sleeping in a home that is warm 

enough. The relationships we nurture with other agencies are more 

than just a referral system – they’re peace of mind for a client, 

knowing they’re not alone in their efforts to reclaim their life. 

 

Similarly, your support is more than just a contribution. Your 

contributions enable United Chesed to uphold our undertaking to be 

fast, effective, and compassionate. As a supporter of United Chesed, 

you understand the importance of the Small Miracle. We thank you 

for your kindness and hope you will join us again, so that we can 

continue providing Small Miracles for our families in 2017.  

By the 
Numbers 

Fast, effective, compassionate. That’s 
who we are. It’s what we do. As of today, 
we’ve already responded to hundreds of 
pleas for emergency financial and food 
relief. Here’s a deeper look into what that 
means for our clients:  

We are on track to dispense over 
$25,000 in grocery-store coupons to 
families in need by the end of the year 
through our Food Program. This 

reflects a 22% 
increase over 
last year. As part 

of the Food Program, our Holiday 
Drives have allowed us to distribute 
over $11,000 for Passover and the High 
Holidays this year – a staggering 44% of 
our total Food Program budget.  

$25,350 

Our Emergency Financial Relief Fund 
allows us to help families with essential 
bill payments and vital day-to-day 
expenses. The following is a breakdown of 
the various forms of assistance provided 
through this program.  
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Even with the 
introduction of 
the OESP and 
LEAP, the record
-breaking summer 
temperatures and 
ever-increasing Hydro costs have resulted 
in a significant portion of our Emergency 
Financial Relief fund being allotted to 
energy-related expenses. Thank you for 
helping our families get through these 
unexpectedly costly times.  

Energy
Energy

Education

Medical

Housing

Legal

Other



 

In the 
Community 

The Sedarim at Passover, Mishloach Manot at Purim and exchanging 

gifts at Hanukkah –  for those of us without friends or family to share the 

holidays with, these customs are virtually non-existent. Therefore, this 

year we had the privilege of partnering with various community agencies 

to bring the warmth of the holidays into the lives of our clients. The 

children of Robbin’s Hebrew Academy provided clients with Mishloach 

Manot baskets for Purim; National Council of Jewish Women 

distributed over 65 Passover food boxes; and over 30 Hanukkah gift 

bags from B’nai Brith will be delivered for the upcoming holiday. 

In Their 
Own Words 

“We appreciate the collaborative 
approach that United Chesed takes with 
our organization [such as the] bill 
payments for our clients who are often 
dealing with time sensitive issues… [and 
the] clients which they refer. Most of all, 
we appreciate the multitude of resources 
that United Chesed contributes to the 
Toronto community. It is truly an 
organization that bases itself on chesed.” 
– Staff, Act to End Violence against 
Women 

□ Cheque is enclosed. (Please make cheque payable to: United Chesed of Toronto, Re: Small Miracles) 

Head to www.UnitedChesed.com/SmallMiracles to make your donation via PayPal or CanadaHelps 
 

Thank You So Much For Your Support! 

YES! I want to contribute to United Chesed’s SMALL MIRACLES CAMPAIGN!  

Name: ___________________________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________  Address: __________________________________________ 

□ I would like to be informed of future client needs. Please add me to the UCT Email Network.  

Donation amount:    □ $18 □ $36 □ $54 □ $108 □ $180 □ Other: $______ 
 

□ Please charge my credit card: □  □  □  □ 

 

   

Card #:                                   Expiry Date:               

Your support means we can continue making Small Miracles for 

our clients, as they get through crises and back on their feet. Donate 

using the form below. You can also join the UCT Email Network! 

Subscribing allows you to change someone’s life through a connection, 

a simple recommendation, or a resource. Sign up below or by visiting 

www.eepurl.com/YHhtr 

How You Can Help 

United Chesed is excited to announce a 

new partnership for this year’s Hanukkah 

Toy Drive. The children of Purple Tree 

Child Care will be hosting a bake sale and 

using the proceeds to purchase toys for 

seasonal drives throughout the city, United 

Chesed’s among them. Together with your contributions we will once 

again illuminate the lives of our clients’ children this Hanukkah. 

“The most important thing they did for 
me, was connect me with multiple 
organizations that were able to help me 
on a more long-term basis. I now have an 
amazing job that I love and am back on 
my feet again. The stress about how I 
was going to take care of my daughter on 
my own is gone. Without the help of 
United Chesed I don’t think I would have 
come as far as I have.”  

“What makes you different from other 
organizations is that you actually answer 
the phone when people call and you help 
people out very quickly.”  


